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VIII. Account of fame RomanAnttquitles lately difcovered 
in Cumberland. By the Rev. D. Carlifle, o/'Carlifle*. 
Communicated by the Lord Bifiop of Salifbury. 


Read May i o, 1792,. 

T HE antiquities from which the inclofed drawings {>] were 
taken have been all (except No. 23) found at Caftle- 
fteads or Cambeck fort. A few of them were difcovered 
fome time ago, but the greater part only laft year, when the 
remains of the fort, as well as of the wall of Severus, fora 

eonfiderable length, were dug up. 

CaJUefoads , called in the Notitia Petriana , was the fixth 
Ration from the Weftern extremity of the wall. It was gar- 
rifoned by the Ala Petriana. In dimenlions and figure this 
fort did not differ materially from the other cajira along the 
wall, being an oblong of an hundred and thirty yards by an 
hundred : but its fituation, in one refpeft, was remarkable, 
as inftead of coinciding with the vallum, it was built at the 
diftance of nearly a quarter of a mile from it-. ' 

The walls of the s fort have been long entirely levelled ; and. 
the area, which they inclofed, overgrown with brufh-wood ; 
however, the foundations might eafily be traced, and many 
veftiges of the ancient buildings were, within thefe few years, 
very diftinguifhable. 

In digging in the ground which lies over the ruins, were 
found feveral coins of the Antonini and Severi, and fame, frag¬ 
ments of furniture, &c. of a much more modern date 
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amongft the reft, an iron lock, formed juft as locks are at 
prefent, and a {hilling of Edward the Fourth. Whence 
it lhould feem, that fome of thefe forts, after having been de- 
ferted [l>] upon the incurfion of the Pitftsin the year 416, were 
repaired in the middle ages, and converted into caftles by the 
barons. 

As the remains of the vallum itfelf, for near half a mile, 
were entirely dug up, Mr. Johnftoue, to whom the eftate be¬ 
longs, had an opportunity of examining the conftruftion of 
this curious remnant of Roman induftry with the greateft ac¬ 
curacy. Of this he gave me the following account. ‘The 
breadth of the foundation was eight feet; the wall, where in¬ 
tire, was faced with large ftones on both fides, and the fpace 
between them filled with rubbifti ftone to the depth of a foot; 
then a itrong cement of lime and fand, about four inches 
thick; over that a foot of rubbifti, and then a cover of ce¬ 
ment as before ; thefe layers were fucceeded by others of rub¬ 
bifti and cement alternately, till the interftice between the 
facing-ftones was filled up to the top, and thus the whole be¬ 
came one folid connected mafs.’ 

The remarks upon thefe inferiptions, which I have ventured 
to add, I fubmit with the greateft diffidence to the Society. 

Plate III. fig. 1. From the drefs of this figure not being 
Roman, and from its bearing a cornucopia in its hand, may 
we not conjecture that it was meant for fome local genius, moft 
of whom (as we fee from Montfaucon, plate CC, &c.) were 
thus reprefented ? 

Fig. 2. The laft line of this infeription looked fo like 
Minerve, that I was at firft induced to confider the altar as 

P] Reliftis civitatibus ac muro, fugiunt, difperguntur. 
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having been dedicated to Belatucader and Minerva, as 0 sot 
cupGupoi, and I made it out thus : DEO BELATVCADRO 
A tque R eginee MINER ViE ; but as I believe there is no 
inftance of the epithet Regina being applied to Minerva, and 
as it is but feldom that we meet with an infcription upon an 
altar, where the name of the perfon who eredted it is not in¬ 
troduced, I fhould prefer reading the whole, DEO BELA¬ 
TVCADRO ARAM M erito E rexit RVFus. 

This is the eighth altar which has been dug up in the 
neighbourhood of the Roman wall inl'cribed to Belatucader. 
It has been thought by Selden, and many learned men, that 
the name of this god is no other than that of Baal or Bel , dif¬ 
ferently modified ; and what confiderably (Lengthens this 
conje&ure is the great number of infcriptions difcovered 
hereabouts where the Phoenician deities are indubitably men¬ 
tioned. We have altars dedicated to the Syrian Goddejs , to 
the Tyrian Hercules , to Mithras , to AJlarte , all found within a 
lhort diftance from Petrianae : why then fhould we not think 
it probable that Belatucader (like Baalzephon, Baalpeor, 
Beelzebub, and many more), may be compounded of Baal, 
with fome title annexed ? 

I do not lay much ftrefs upon etymological arguments \ 
but I cannot help remarking how very naturally the word Be¬ 
latucader refolves itfelf into Bel [and the Arabic epithet 
jJ] du cader (potenti) an epithet frequently applied to 
the Deity himfelf in the Koran. 

- Nor was there any mode of forming the names for their 
gods and heroes more common amongft the Orientals than by 
uniting an attribute with the pofleffive pronoun du ; of this 
Pococke (Hilt. Arab. Spec. pag. 104.) has given us no fewer 
than ten inftances. 
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I read the inscription fig. 3. Deo MARTI TVN G-rorum 
AVG ufiorum ...... PAGONVS SATVRNVS F^C/T 

PoSVIT. The letters upon this altar, as well as the work- 
manffiip of the Rone itfelf, are extremely rude; the former 
feem only to have been fcratched with a nail: and indeed we 
may gather from the infcription, that the perfon who dedi¬ 
cated the altar had made it himfelf. 

Fig. 4. This little veffel is compofed of blackifii clay, very 
different from any to be found in the neighbourhood. Per¬ 
haps it might have been a kind of lachrymatory. 

Fig. 5. This head, apparently of a Roman foldier, is not 
ill executed. 

Figi 6, has no infcription : on one fide is fculptured an 
axe and a Sacrificing knife ; on the other a bird not unlike the 
Ibis. 

Fig. 7, The infcription here is almoR entirely obliterated. 

Plate IV. Fig. 8. The upper Rone of a hand-mill. 

Fig. 9. Four or five of thefe Small troughs were dug up in 
different parts of the fort, and one in the foundation of the 
vallum itfelf. They were all found inverted. 

Fig. 10. feems a rude Sculpture of Hercules, though it is 
not eafy to fay what is meant by the-necklace about his neck. 
We are informed by Lucian that the Gauls did worihip this 
deity under the name of Ogmius ; but one cannot imagine 
the figure upon our altar to have been intended for the Celtic 
Hercules, who was the God of Eloquence, and reprefented 
under the fymbol of an old man with a club, drawing a 
number of followers after him by a ehain faRened to their 
ears. 

Fig. 11. This altar is finifiied with more neatnefs than any 
of the others, and the letters are as ffiarpas if they were only 
juRcut. The whole of the word AVGVSTI was evidently 
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intended to be engraved in one line, but, on account of fonre 
miftake having been made, the latter part of it is erafed, and 
continued in the line below. It is probable, that the altar 
was eredled near fome building, which by accident had been 
burnt down, as a quantity of fcorched wheat was found lying 
beneath it, and as the ftone itfelf bears evident marks of fire 
upon its furface. We have many altars in Gruter, and elfe- 
where, dedicated to the virtues of the Roman Emperors, as 
to their piety, to their chaftity, to their conftancy, &c. Cicero 
himfelf calls thofe qualities divas y ‘ propter quas datur afcen- 
fus in ccelum but to deify their mere inftitutions (for, the 
word DISCIPVLINE, I ihould imagine, can only be a 
mis-fpelling for DISCIPLINE) feems a curious ftretch of 
flattery. 

Fig. 12. A female figure of not inelegant workmanfhip. 

PL V. fig. 13. Fragment of an altar to Jupiter. 

Fig. 14. I can make no conjecture what this ftone was in¬ 
tended for, or what the letters upon it mean : I think they 
maybe read SVB DEO RVBEQ. 

Fig. 15. All that is legible upon this altar feems to be Iovi 
Omnipotenti Maximo E? Genio LOCI C'obors SEXTA .... 
The fides are ornamented with a-prasfericulum and a patera. 

Fig. 16. and fig. 17. appear to be fragments of fepulchr a I 
infcriptions. 

PI. VI. fig. 18. and fig. 19. rude relievos of images. 

Fig. 20. Infcription, C enturia Ro'MANI. This ftone was 
found in the ruins of the great vallumj and probably, like 
many fimilar ones given in Horfley, &c. had been originally 
fixed in the face of it, to denote what portion of the building; 
each particular body of troops had Compleated. It is a pity 
•that the places where thefe ftones were found, anu their di- 
K 2 ftances 
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fiances- from each other, have not been more precifely afeer- 
tained. 

Fig. 21. This altar was found fome years ago in the bank, 
of a rivulet, which runs, by the fort ; and an engraving of it 
is given by Mr. Brand in his Hiftory of Newcaftle ; but as it 
was covered with mofs and dirt at the time he infpe&ed it, 
he could not examine the infeription fo accurately as I have 
been enabled to do from the altar in my own polfeffion. 

The fymbols upon the fides, a thunderbolt and wheel, fuf- 
ficiently declare that the altar was dedicated to Jupiter, al¬ 
though the letters I. O. M. which, no doubt, were once upon 
it, are broken off, together with the upper part of the ftone. 
The original infeription, therefore, I fancy might be read 
thus : 


lovi Optimo Maximo 
ET NVMINifor AVG ufii 
N qftri, COHorr SECVNDA TVN- 
GROR#?w GOR diana Milliaria ECquitata 
FID*. CVI PROT¬ 


EST .CLAV- 

DIVS.PRA- 


EF ettus, INSTANTE 

AEL io MARTINO 

PRINCz/x?, X K alendarmn lanuarii , 

IMPeratofe Oomino N ojiro AVG2 1JI0 III. PO- 
MPIANO, COnfulibuS. 

The mark B (milliaria)feems to have been at firft omitted 
by the workman, and added afterwards between the lines. 
The Cohors Equitata Milliart a (whofe exiftence, as part of the 
Roman army, appears to be not much known) is thus de- 

feribed 
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ferlbed by Hyginus [c]; “ HabetCohors Equitata Milbaria pe- 
dites feptingentos fexaginta, centurias decern, eqmtes ducen- 
tos quadraginta, turmas decern.” And although the name 
of military cohort was originally confined to the firft cohort 
of the legion, as confiding of a thoufand men, yet, m the 
latter times of the empire, according to Vegetms ‘ non tan- 
turn unam cohortem fed etiam alias milliarias legio fmt jufla. 

fufcipere.” . . . 

In the lall line but one of this infcnpt.cn, there is an evi¬ 
dent miftake of III for II, as we know, from the Fall., that 
Pompeianus was the colleague of Gordian in his third con- 

“ftifremarkable, that though th efirji cohort of Tungri is 
fnoken of by the Notitia, and to be traced in various mfcrip- 
tions found in the neighbourhood of the Roman wall, yet 
neither the Notitia, nor a Angle ftone (as far as I know) 
except this altar, make any mention of the ficoni cohort. 
That it everwas in Britain, appears only to be known from a 
few words of Tacitus : ‘ Agricola, (fays he, in defcnb.ng the 
battle with Galgacus) tres Batavorum cohortes ac Tungro- 
rum due cohortatus eft tit rem ad mucrones ac mantis addu- 
cerent ’ &c. It is pleafmg to fee a paffage m a Roman hil- 
torian and an infeription dug up in Cumberland thus mutu¬ 
ally throwing light upon each other. 

Fig 22. A foldier, with an arcula m his hand, perhaps a 
corn bafket; a fimilar figure is given in Horftey, N XI. 

SC Fig. 23. This altar was found in the bed of a rivulet at Bew- 
caftle, a village fituated about fix miles to the north of the 
wall of Severus. It was fent to me a few months ago. 

p] De Caftiametatione, 
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I read the infcription thus : 

SANCTO CO- 
CIDEO, Titus AVRVNC us 
FELICISSI- 
MVS TRIBVN^ 

EX EVOCATO 

Votum S oh it Eubens Meritb. 

Tribunus ex evocato may perhaps fignify, promoted to the 
rank of Tribune from being an Evocatus ; but I fhould rather 
think that Tribunus and ex evocato were unconnedted with 
each other, and confider the latter as fynonymous with qui 
fuerat evocatus (who was formerly an evocatus ) a mode of 
phrafeology, though perhaps not very common in the beft La¬ 
tin writers, yet by no means unfrequent in the later ones. 
Ammianus Marcellinus affords us numberlefs inftances of it: 
thus lib. xxi,c. 6. 4 Amphilotius quidam ex Tribuno Paphlagoni® 
aufus, &c.’ lib xxii, c. 3 . 4 Taurum ex PreejeAo Pretoria in ex¬ 
ilium egerunt.’ In the Hid:. Aug. Script. p.145, we read, 

4 Senatus Maximum Pupienum ex Prafefio urbi qui plurimas 
dignitates prascipue geffifTet, imperatorem creavit.’ In th e 
fame manner we find in gloffis Ifidori confute for conful 
vetus , ex milite for miles vetus. 

The Evocati, as we may gather from various paffages in 
the Roman hiftorians, were foldiers, who after havino-^om- 
pleted their military fervice, Rill remained in the army as 
volunteers. 

This is the third altar found in Cumberland dedicated to 
the local deity Corideus. 

Fig. 24 and 25 are impreffions taken from two intaglios cut 
in cornelians ; the former is drawn the fame fize as the origi- 
3 nal. 
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nal, the latter twice as large. Fig. 24 feems intended for a 
Mercury ; he has the petafus upon his head, and holds a purfe 
in his left hand ; whether the artift meant to engrave a ca- 
duceus in his right, I cannot determine. He is deftitute of 
the talaria : but we find Mercury as often reprefented without 
thefe two laft fymbols as with them (Montfauc. pi. LXVIII. 
LXIX.) 

Fig. 25. Profiles of Jupiter, Caftor, and Pollux. From the 
imperial diadems with which they are crowned, perhaps the 
engraver wifhed to denote Severus and his two fons Caracalla 
and Geta under the characters of thefe deities* 


IX. Qa- 






